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Rare Valley Performances of Steve Reich’s Music for 18 Musicians 
 

Phoenix – It’s an evening of pulsating rhythms and infectious melodies as new music ensemble 
Crossing 32nd Street performs composer Steve Reich’s masterpiece Music for 18 Musicians.  The 
Village Voice calls Reich, “America’s greatest living composer” and the excitement of his most well-
known work will be presented by the Arizona Republic’s, “best new classical music ensemble” on 
March 3rd and 5th.  The Center for the Performing Arts at Paradise Valley Community College is the 
location of the March 3rd concert and the group will play Katzin Hall at Arizona State University on 
March 5th. 
 
Steve Reich, along with LaMonte Young, Terry Riley and Phillip Glass, is responsible for bringing 

minimalist composition to the mainstream.  His early work focused on the 
development of a compositional device called phasing, a process that 
changes two unison parts by gradually shifting the alignment of one of the 
parts and creating new rhythmic patterns.  Works such as Piano Phase and 
Drumming are rooted in this technique. 
 
Reich’s most powerful works though, come when he begins to explore more 
variety in his harmonies and instrumental resources.  Ensemble member 
Brett Reed adds, “The really remarkable quality of Music for 18 Musicians is 
that Reich was able to combine the vitality of his rhythmic music with an 
expanded harmonic and melodic language.  The result is music of 
exceptional exuberance and joy.”  Adding even greater power to his 
increased interest in harmony and melody Reich also looked to expand the 
instrumental colors in his ensembles. 

 
The rhythmic drive of his earlier work was critical to his compositional language and couldn’t be 
abandoned for new terrain; instead Reich needed more sound colors and larger forms to bring this 
vision to life.  Crossing 32nd Street’s Artistic Director Christopher Scinto states, “In 18, a work that is 
typically about an hour in length, Reich uses percussion and pianos as elements of rhythmic 
propulsion.  He adds clarinets, voices and strings to establish and highlight melodic materials.  
Although the work is long, the instrumental colors add variety to keep the music fresh and invigorated.”  
An interesting structural framework also helps to keep the momentum going. 
 
Music for 18 Musicians is built on a cycle of eleven chords.  The sonorities are presented in order for 
the opening and closing portions of the work while the melody instruments pulse on long, breath-like 
crescendos that produce waves of evolving texture.  In the body of the piece each of the eleven chords 
are presented by first building a five to six minute piece on that harmony and then, when signaled by 
the vibraphone, changing to the next chord of the cylcle and constructing a new five to six minute 
piece.  The structure and length of the piece also provide immense challenges to the ensemble.  As 
Reed agrees, “There are some peformers in the group who must play continously for 55- 60 minutes 
and stamina is a major concern.  We have essentially trained like athletes would, working on smaller 
sections and building the piece up as our collective performance muscles acclimate to the new tasks.” 
 

The presentaion of Music for 18 Musicians is the culmination of 
several years of producing minimalist music as a regular part of 
Crossing 32nd Street’s output.  In recent seasons they have 
performed Reich’s Sextet and Drumming, Terry Riley’s In C and 
Louis Andriessen’s Workers Union.  Scinto concludes, “Those 
earlier performances allowed us to really absorb the variety of 
processes used by these composers,  In 18 we get to put it all 
into one package.” 
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The ensemble will present their work Friday, March 3rd at 7:30p.m. at Paradise Valley Community 
College’s new Center for the Performing Arts.  The Katzin Hall performance at ASU will be 2:30pm.  
Both concerts are free to the public. 
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The Ensemble 
 

Crossing 32nd Street, Phoenix’s premiere contemporary and experimental music ensemble, is dedicated to the performance of 
representative chamber music from the 20th and 21st centuries. Now in its fifth year as ensemble-in-residence at Paradise Valley 
Community College, the ensemble boasts a repertoire that includes music by Bela Bartok, John Cage, Elliot Carter, Lukas Foss, Peter 
Garland, Lou Harrison, Charles Ives, Olivier Messaien, Arvo Part, Steve Reich, Terry Riley, Edgar Varese, William Walton, and Iannis 
Xenakis. Crossing 32nd Street, which has recently been named as Phoenix’s “Best New Classical Music Ensemble” by the Arizona 
Republic, is committed to increasing the awareness and understanding of contemporary chamber music by presenting artistic works of 
the highest quality and integrity to diverse audiences. In addition to performing music by some of the 20th century’s most noted 
composers, Crossing 32nd Street strives to present the music of local and emerging composers. The ensemble’s core 
instrumentation, comprised of new music specialists from Arizona State University, the University of New Mexico, and the University of 
California-San Diego, consists of flute, clarinet, saxophone, voice, violin, cello, piano, percussion and electronics. The ensemble 
regularly performs concerts in alternative spaces in Downtown Phoenix and on the campuses of Glendale Community College and 
Paradise Valley Community College. 
 
 
The “Think Big” concert season is sponsored in part by the Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture, the Maricopa Center for Learning and 
Instruction, Glendale Community College, and Paradise Valley Community College. 


