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Crossing 32nd Street Announces 2004-05 Season 
 

Phoenix – Crossing 32nd Street, Phoenix’s premier contemporary music ensemble, 
announces its new season A 20th Century Retrospective: The American Review.  The upcoming 
concert calendar will showcase a history of American chamber music presented in five lecture-
recital events.  The first installment will be presented October 16th, at 7:30p.m. in Paradise Valley 
Community College’s Studio Theatre. 

Concert I: 1900’s – 1930’s, plants the first seeds of an experimental tradition within 
American music.  Modeled after similar movements in Europe that looked to art, literature, and 
music as sources, and as Artistic Director Christopher Scinto states, “the composers on American 
soil looked for unique ways to organize compositions while acknowledging important ideas 
presented by the other arts.”  They also looked to introduce musical elements previously 
considered outside established practices. 

The first concert has composers who explore these methods, most notably Charles Ives 
and Henry Cowell.  Ives, in his music, was exploring new ways to combine melodic materials.  His 
Concord Sonata also looks to other arts for inspiration, its four movements being named for 
prominent writers.  Cowell, in Aeolian Harp, was looking for new sounds and found them by 
getting up from the piano bench and, as Scinto continues, “playing in the interior of the 
instrument, plucking and strumming the strings like it was a giant guitar.”  Cowell’s compositions 
would also play a role in the future liberation of percussion music. 

Working with perhaps less extreme methods, composers Aaron Copland and George 
Gershwin are also represented.  Both men aimed to blend new elements into their classical 
compositions.  They expanded their palettes by working with jazz, swing, and western styles. 

Rounding out the first concert are pieces by Ruth Crawford-Seeger, Walter Piston, Cole 
Porter, and Jerome Kern. 

One of the interesting facets of this concert is its place in musical history.  As ensemble 
member Eric Schultz states, “The music here represents the junction where traditional practices 
provide a backdrop to new experimental movements.  It is at once a very accessible concert for 
newcomers and a taste of nostalgia for devotees of experimental musics.” 

In addition to the musical mission of the new season, Crossing 32nd Street will be 
providing an enhanced educational component to its patrons.  Each concert will be preceded by a 
lecture/question and answer session between concert goers ‘’’’’’’and members of the ensemble 
as they discuss their views of the music being presented.  In addition, each pre-concert lecture 
will feature information to tie the music to the cultural climate that existed at the time of its 
making.  Pre-concert events will take place at 7:00 p.m. on concert nights. 

The 2004-05 season continues with four events examining American chamber music by 
looking at its development.  Each concert features a different time period and will present works 
by composers Milton Babbitt, John Cage, Lou Harrison, Morton Feldman, Steve Reich, Lukas Foss, 
Joan Tower, and others.  The season’s finale is a concert in May featuring premiers of newly 
commissioned works, bringing the timeline to the present. 

The ensemble will present their work Saturday, October 16th, 2004 at 7:30p.m. in the 
Studio Theatre, M-Building on the campus of Paradise Valley Community College, located at the 
SE Corner of 32nd Street & Union Hills Rd.  Admission to pre-concert talks and the concerts is free 
of charge. 
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